




Spanish Project: El día de los Muertos




Due Date: 


In Mexico and in many parts of the United States, people are beginning preparations for El Día de los Muertos or Day of the Dead.  You have been asked by the mayor of New York to put together a mural in Brooklyn that depicts your interpretation of the holiday. This mural will contain some written information on the holiday (to help educate the public) and will also contain an illustrative example of an ofrenda (an offering). This offering can be devoted to a pet, a lost loved one, or a celebrity that you’d like to honor (ie. Notorious B.I.G., Tupac, Amy Winehouse, etc.).

Here are the requirements for your poster mural:

Part 1: Written Information on The Day of the Dead

Answer the following questions in your own words:
              a. What kinds of decorations are made/used?
              b. What is an altar and for whom is it made? Why is it created? What is included?
              c. What are traditional foods made for the holiday?
              d. What do families do during cemetery visits?
              e. When did the Day of the Dead start? Where? Why?
              f. When is the Day of the Dead celebrated now?
              g. Why do some countries celebrate death?
     
   h. What kinds of flowers are popular? Why?


   i. How does this holiday compare to Halloween?
Part 2: Creative Offering Design


Your ofrenda (offering) should include the following:



a. It should be clear who you are honoring

b. the offering should include at least 10 traditional items that are meaningful and representative of the person you are honoring



c. items included need to be labeled in Spanish

Your offering should be honoring and paying respect to someone! All items chosen to be put in and around your altar need to be specific.

This poster should be done on poster board, NO LOOSELEAF 
and should include pictures (you can draw). See me if you are unable to get a poster board.  You may use the internet to assist you in gathering the information needed for this project, as well as any articles, documentaries, or information that is available in class. All work must be written in your own words. 
Make it look cool! Pretend you’re going to actually make a mural! If you’re not the best artist, you can still use other mediums to make something awesome! Use photos, magazines, computer images, etc. Be creative!
Spelling and grammar and creativity will count so please be careful. ¡Buena Suerte!

Rubric: Total Points = 15
	
	3
	2
	1
	0

	Part 1: Written
	All questions are answered accurately and in their own words.
	1-2 questions are not answered accurately
	3-5 questions are not answered accurately
	More than 5 questions are not answered accurately

	Part 2:  Offering
	Offering is honoring a specific person and has 10 appropriate labeled items
	Offering  is has 8-9 items that are somewhat labeled
	Offering is confusing with 5-8 items that may or may not be labeled
	Offering is not honoring someone specific and/or items are not all there and/or not labeled

	Creativity
	Written portion and altar are both creatively organized, neat, and demonstrate the student’s best work
	Written portion and altar are neat, somewhat organized and interestingly presented. This might be close to the student’s best work
	Written portion and altar are not the student’s best work. They are not very creative and/or neat and/or organized
	Written portion and altar are poorly organized, messy, and not demonstrative of best work.

	Spelling/Grammar
	No spelling/grammar mistakes
	Less than 4 spelling/grammar mistakes
	5-8 spelling and grammar mistakes
	Project is completely full of spelling and grammar errors

	Responsibility
	Student hands in project on time and was on task the majority of the time
	Student hands in project on time but was distracted throughout
	Student was very distracted and did not hand project in on time
	Student did not work appropriately and/or handed project in late or not at all


